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First Helicopter
A helicopter flies by using a set of spinning blades at the top of the helicopter, called a 
rotor. In France in 1907, the first helicopter lift-off took place. In 1939, A Russian man 
called Igor Sikorsky created a helicopter which was used regularly; it also had a rotor 
on the back to stop the helicopter from spinning in the air.

Space Travel
In 1961 a Russian Cosmonaut called Yuri Gagarin was the first person in space. He 
travelled in a spacecraft called Vostok 1 and travelled around the earth in 2 hours. He 
had to land by parachute as the craft was designed to crash land.  

History of Flight Timeline

First flight of a 
hot air balloon 

(1783)

First flight of a 
helicopter (1939)

First flight into 
space (1961)

First airliner flight 
(carrying passengers) 

(1957)
First flight of 
an aeroplane 

(1903)


